
After displaying his work over the last 

couple of years on the Show and Tell 

table, Joe Smith gave a demo in May 

where he discussed the carving tech-

niques he uses to build his signature 

bowls. 

 

The attention to detail that Joe displays 

in his work was also present during his 

demonstration as he walked the club 

through the tools and techniques he uses 

to create his one of a kind pieces.  He 

walked attendees through the process of 

preparing the work piece for carving and 

the considerations for how you will hold 

the piece during the carving process. 

 

Joe did a great job of teaching the basics of 

letter carving.  He was able to break carving 

down into simple, easy to follow steps which 

should make it possible for anyone to get 

started.  He also gave great tips on which carv-

ing chisels to start with to minimize your initial 

investment in tools and 

materials. 

 

During his 

demo, Joe 

also dis-

cussed other 

aspects of his 

signature 

pieces.  Eve-

rything from 

the type of finish 

he uses, to the tech-

niques he uses for 

mounting his 

bowls, to his sand-

ing regimen were 

fair game for 

questions.   

 

Overall, this was a great opportunity for mem-

bers to learn some complimentary woodwork-

ing skills and see some of the different design 

considerations that go into making these dis-

tinctive bowls. 
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Odd & Ends 

 

First, a couple important announcements for 

those who did not attend the May meeting.  

We have scheduled an LET class for after 

the June meeting.  King Heiple will be the 

lead instructor and will combine spindle and 

faceplate turning by teaching a two-part 

candlestick.  WE have room for 2 or 3 more 

participants. 

 

The cost is $5, wood will be provided.  You 

need to bring basic turning tools.  About a 

week before the meeting King may contact 

you directly to make sure you are aware the 

tools needed, etc.  Please try to have your 

tools sharpened as best you can. 

 

Ben Fix from the Buckeye Woodturners 

will demonstrate various chucking tech-

niques.  This is one of the most important 

topics for Woodturners and always interest-

ing. 

 

Ice Cream Social – George and Pat Raeder 

have volunteered (again) to host the social.  

They suggested June since their gardens are 

even more beautiful earlier in the year.  If 

you‟ve not been to their place, it‟s a treat.  

And the ice cream is great too! 

 

Kudos to our members who have been 

pitching in to help the club.  The move to 

the new site, our new coffee team (Frank 

and Pete), Tom Wisnieski for setting up our 

lathes and tools, and Ron for taking care of 

the new LCDs and checking out the video 

equipment.  We should be at full speed for 

the June meeting. 

 

Thanks also to the team managing the 

Wayne Art Show.  It is a formidable under-

taking and requires a great deal of time.  

Please make sure to follow the instructions 

to a tee, as last year there were many im-

properly prepared entries that took the team 

even more time to correct. 

 

Once again the club ask all members to re-

frain from putting your beverages on the 

Show & Tell table.  At the May meeting 

there was another cup of coffee spilled on 

the cloth.  Fortunately, none of the pieces 

were damaged, but it makes unnecessary 

work for someone to take it home to wash.  

Totally unnecessary. 

 

Finally – Turn & Learn – It‟s back from the 

dead.  Take a little time and turn something 

and add surface enhancement/carving.  It‟s 

fun, a little competitive, and you‟ll learn a 

lot trying a new technique. 

 

Looks like a most entertaining and educa-

tional meeting! 

 

Happy Turning! 

 

Paul 

By Paul Kosmos 

NORTH COAST WOOD TURNERS 

“Education is what 

survives when what has 

been learned has been 

forgotten.” 

 B.F. Skinner 



Guests today: Gib Taylor, Dennis Cowles, 

Dean Biesey 

 

Rich Owens –Rich has the  anchorseal, 

$10.00/gallon for those that signed up for it. 

He brought it to the meeting today. Thanks 

to Rich and also Brian Becker for donating 

the gallon containers. 

 

The Buckeye club is willing to donate two 

video cameras to our club. In turn, it was 

suggested that we buy and donate a camera 

switch box to the Buckeye Club. 

 

Wayne Center for the Arts update: George 

Raeder made a display that shows the se-

quence of making a bowl from start to fin-

ish. He encouraged the members to borrow 

it when they are going to an art show to 

educate the public on how a bowl is done. 

 

George stated you must have a number as-

signed to each piece with your name cov-

ered up. A „vase‟ category has been added 

this year. A vase was defined as any  turn-

ing with a height 3 times  it‟s maximum 

width. 

 

Eight categories all together. Projects will 

need to be turned in at the June 6th meeting. 

Maximum submittal of two pieces per cate-

gory. Items submitted must have been made 

after Jan. 1, 2008. If the item was in last 

year‟s show, it is not eligible for this year‟s 

show. If you had a piece that was submitted 

and didn‟t get accepted for last year‟s show, 

it is eligible for this year‟s show, providing 

it meets the above date requirement. 

George will be one of the three featured 

artists this year. 

 

The club needs to make some new business 

cards. These business cards are available to 

members to use at shows to hand out to in-

terested parties. 

 

George Raeder is having the ice cream so-

cial again this year Sunday June 28th. It is a 

little earlier to take advantage of the 

weather and the gardens. 

 

Paul passed around a picture from a person 

who sells maple burls. Tim Shipp 541-367-

3495. If you are interested, call him di-

rectly. Paul said the prices seemed pretty 

fair. 

 

Anderson Ranch in Colorado is offering a 

25% discount on all their classes. 

 

Joe Brinkman updated the demo schedule. 

June -  LET program for the after-

noon. King Heiple is heading up the 

LET      program. The session will 

be on a two part candlestick, spin-

dle and base.  TEL  on surface em-

bellishment based on Joe Smith‟s 

demo today. 

July – Tips and Techniques demos, 

3rd annual Top Spinoff. Meeting is 

on July 11th due to the Holiday 

weekend on the 4th. 

August – George Raeder demo, 

TBD. TEL- one cup size item. 

September – Open  for professional 

turner 

October – Dick Gray – pierced 

sculptures 

 

Tom Sasalar has some chestnut, black wal-

nut, and cherry to trade for turning lessons. 

Email him at:  tsasalar@yahoo.com   

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Beginners Corner 

By Joe Brinkman 

In the latest version of the American Wood-

turner, there is a great article by Keith Tompkins 

called “Sketch for Success” that discusses using 

simple hand-drawn sketches as the first step in 

creating a new turning.  Sketching the design 

first allows you to refine a shape before you 

have made the first cut and possibly committed 

to a less than stellar design.  As the author points 

out, it is much easier to change the design on 

paper than it is once you are turning. 

 

For those who attended the May meeting, you 

also had a chance to hear how Joe Smith uses 

sketches and templates in his own work to lay-

out his carvings before he starts.  His reasons are 

much the same as Keith‟s. 

 

This month, I would like to take the idea of cre-

ating sketches one step further.  While I under-

stand the value of sketches, I find that for me, 

they offer a limited view of what the piece will 

look like.  By using software on my computer I 

am able to produce sketches that provide a much 

more realistic view of what the finished product 

will look like.   

 

My goal when doing the computer sketches is 

not to create an exact copy of what I want to 

turn, but to get something that is a close enough 

approximation that I know that I have the pro-

portions correct, that the coloring of contrasting 

woods looks good and that I have a good under-

standing of the materials I need. 

 

There are several products on the market that 

will help you design woodturnings.  They range 

from very simplistic to very advanced in their 

capabilities.  Here are just a few: 

 

Google Sketchup (http://sketchup.google.com/) 

This is the program I currently use and will dis-

cuss more in the rest of this article.  One of the 

best features of Sketchup is that it is free. 

 

Creative Woodturner (www.creative-

woodturner.com).  This program is not free and 

there is a great writeup in the May 2009 issue of 

Woodturning magazine.  This program provides 

tools for creating quick 3D views of simple 

woodturning designs. 

 

WoodTurner Pro (www.woodturnerpro.com/) .  

This program is also not free.  There are three 

different programs that they offer depending on 

the type of turning that you do.  They have a 

basic version for creating bowls, platter, vases 

and the like and a more advanced version for 

segmented work. 

 

There are many other 3D programs that can han-

dle the task of turning sketches into 3D images, 

but they tend to be expensive and hard to use for 

people who are not into CAD. 

 

I personally find that Sketchup is the best tool 

for me.  In the April and May 2008 newsletters 

you saw sketches for some flatwork pieces that I 

created.  Recently, as I started exploring more 

complex woodturning projects I wanted to find 

out how to use Sketchup for turned projects as 

well.  I didn‟t have to search far before I found a 

tutorial and Sketchup template that showed me 

how to use Sketchup for my designs. 

 

Don Kleinschnitz at www.turnedoutright.com 

offers the template and tutorial for $10.99 from 

his site and I highly recommend it for anyone 

who has a modicum of computer skills.  One of 

(Continued on page 7) 
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You can tell that the Wooster Art Show is approaching as more and more 

distinctive pieces are being displayed each month on the show and tell table.  

Starting with this newsletter we will be cutting back on the pieces displayed 

in the newsletter and moving instead to adding all the pictures to the online 

gallery. 
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Date Topic 

June 6  Ben Fix -  Bowl Chucking Techniques . Show 

and Tell. Turn & Learn -  Surface Embellishment. 
Monthly Raffle.  LET  

July 11  NCWT Annual Tips and Techniques Demo.  

Bring in your favorite tools, jigs, fixtures, etc., 
and share with the club. Turn & Learn -  Third 

Annual NCWT Spin -Off.  The winner will be the 
finger spun top that spins the longest. Show and 
Tell. No Raffle this month.   

August 1  George Raeder -  Details TBA. Show and Tell. 

Turn & Learn -  One Bowl -One Cup, Raffle.  

September 5  Details TBA. Show and Tell. Turn & Learn -  TBA, 

Raffle.  

October 3  Dick Gray -  Pierced Sculptures.  Show and 

Tell. Turn & Learn -  TBA, Raffle.  

November 7  Details TBA. Show and Tell. Turn & Learn -  

Sculptures, Raffle.  

December 5  Annual NCWT Auction.  Bring your extra tools, 

jigs, fixtures, wood, and about anything that 
would be of interest to woodturners and wood-

workers. Help support our club events for the 
coming year. No Turn & Learn. No Show and 
Tell. No Raffle.  

First Saturday of the Month 

unless otherwise noted  

Doors open 9:00 AM 

Meeting begins 9:30 AM 
 

Blossom Hill  

4450 Oakes Road 

Brecksville, OH 44141 
 

Meeting Information 

President 

Paul Kosmos 

330-239-1379 

pkosmos@verizon.net 

 

Vice-President 

Joe Brinkman 

330-721-6890 

Joe.Brinkman@dotnetnuke.com 
 

Secretary 

Mike Hawkins 

330-467-8640 

firehawkmph@windstream.net 

 

Treasurer 

Ron Sieloff 

Ron.Sieloff@averydennison.com 

 

Member-At-Large 

King Heiple 

216-464-2083 

kingheiple@ameritech.net 

 

Member-At-Large 

Tom Wisnieski 

440-233-6486 

tw121549@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Joe Brinkman 

330-721-6890 

Joe.Brinkman@dotnetnuke.com 

Officers & Directors 

March Meeting Minutes cont. 

Tom Nero stated that Mayor Ruby was excited about what the club was going to 

do as far as projects that would give back to the community. George Raeder is 

heading up this project. The club thanked Tom for his role in acquiring the Brecks-

ville location for the club. 

 

The wood raffle was held. 

 

The Buckeye club is having their annual auction like our December auction. It is 

either the 3rd Saturday in June or July. Go to www.bwt.org. for the exact date. 

http://www.bwt.org/


the benefit‟s of Don‟s tutorial and template is 

that you can focus on creating a simple outline 

and easily turning it into a completed drawing.   

 

These drawings can be made to scale and 

printed out giving you an easy method to create 

story sticks to aide in getting the correct dimen-

sions for your design.  

 

An additional benefit of using a tool like 

Sketchup is that you can also do much more 

sophisticated designs as your computer skills 

progress.  For my latest project, I wanted to add 

some additional flare to my initial design.  In 

just a few minutes I had made my modifications, 

which would not have been possible in the other 

software I listed. 

 

While I have focused on the software, it is im-

portant to remember the goal.  We are seeking to 

quickly create designs that help us visu-

alize the end product.  A key part of this 

process is that you should be able to 

quickly alter your design and play 

around with different ideas.  This will 

help improve your overall designs very 

early in the process where the cost of 

making a mistake is minimal and the 

effort it takes to change the design is a 

matter of minutes not hours. 

 

I found that by following this process I 

was able to create a design that I was 

comfortable with before I started turning 

away wood and ending up with less than 

pleasing results. 

 

Even if you do not use software to aid in the 

process, I hope you will consider at least putting 

pencil to paper and doing some sketches and 

outlines before you start turning.  I am sure that 

if you spend some time up front thinking about 

your design that you will end up with better re-

sults.  I know I have. 

Beginners Corner (cont.) 
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By Joe Brinkman 

NORTH COAST WOOD TURNERS 


